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Introduced by Council Member Love and amended on the Floor of Council:

[image: image2.wmf]ATTACH.tif


ORDINANCE 2014-617-E
An ordinance PROVIDING FOR STRIPING parallel parking spaces along CERTAIN DESIGNATED ROADWAYS TO PROVIDE FOR DESIGNATED ON-STREET PARKING; concerning SPEED LIMITS ON CERTAIN ROADWAYS IN DISTRICT 14; EXERCISING THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 316.183 AND 316.189 FLORIDA STATUTES, AND WAIVING SECTION 804.402 (SPEED LIMITS), ORDINANCE CODE, TO REDUCE THE SPEED LIMIT OF CERTAIN ROADWAYS IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 14 FROM 30 MILES PER HOUR TO 15 MILES PER HOUR; DIRECTING THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO POST APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE; PROVIDING THAT THE NEW SPEED LIMIT SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE UPON POSTING; PROVIDING THAT STREET PARKING ON VAN WERT AVENUE SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED FROM 3:00 A.M. TO 7:00 A.M. EACH DAY; Providing an effective date.   


WHEREAS, in accordance with sections 316.183 and 316.189, Florida Statutes, municipal speed limits are set at 30 miles per hour, but that these speed limits may be altered by a municipality upon investigation; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has delegated speed limit adjustment to the City Highway Engineer and the Sheriff, in accordance with section 804.402, Ordinance Code, so as to promote the efficient flow of traffic and the safety of motorists and pedestrians upon the public streets and highways; and

WHEREAS, within certain urban areas of the City, especially in historic neighborhoods in and around the urban core, drivers must proceed slowly on residential streets with extreme care, and must often yield to pass a parked car or approaching vehicle; and

WHEREAS, the above-described condition creates a functional method of traffic calming; and 

WHEREAS, these residential roads are commonly referred to as “yield streets”; and 

WHEREAS, this type of design approach accommodates bicycle routes through the use of shared lanes and creates a safer and more comfortable environment for pedestrian safety and mobility because of reduced vehicular speeds and traffic calming; and 

WHEREAS, transportation planning guides such as the Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, Construction and Maintenance for Streets and Highways recommend that the speed limit on yield streets be less than 20 miles per hour; and

WHEREAS, areas within Council District 14 exist where certain residential streets would be appropriately designated as yield streets, with reduced posted speed limits and striped parking installed by the City to ensure that traffic calming occurs; and 
WHEREAS, the Council finds that the safety of motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians would be enhanced if the speed limit on certain urban roadways located in Council District 14, as set forth herein, is reduced from the current 30 mph posted speed limit to 15 mph posted speed limit; and section 804.402, Ordinance Code, should be waived to allow the Council to set such limits; now therefore, 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
  Findings as to designated streets. The recitals above are true and correct and adopted by reference herein.  The Council further finds that creating a parallel, striped parking scheme on certain streets, based on the width of the existing pavement, can improve the functionality of the yield street and contribute to maintaining slow speeds conducive to traffic, pedestrian and bicycle safety.    

Section 2.  Designating area of application. The Council hereby determines that the residential yield streets as graphically depicted in the two maps identified as Exhibit 1, attached hereto and incorporated by reference, shall be the designated area of application of this ordinance, serving as a pilot area to establish whether the reduction of posted speed limits and striped parking should be applied to other yield streets in the designated area, as well as in other Council Districts within urban areas.  The segments of the yield streets are depicted on the map in Exhibit 1 and detailed in the Striping Summary in Exhibit 2.  

Section 3.

Parallel striped parking approved on yield streets in designated area of application.  Within the street segments graphically described in Exhibit 1, the Director of Public Works, acting as the City’s Highway Engineer, or his designated representative, is authorized to stripe parking along these yield streets based on the following standards (measurements are from the edge of pavement or face of curb, as applicable):
A. Provide parallel parking spaces on both sides when the existing pavement width is 28 feet wide or greater.
B. Parking on one side of street where street width is at least 18 feet wide and less than 28 feet.

C. No parking will be allowed where street width is 17 feet wide or less.


Section 4. Speed limit reduced in designated area of application. The speed limit on the segments of yield streets graphically depicted in Exhibit 1 is hereby set at 15 miles per hour.  The Director of Public Works shall have the authority to make minor changes to this plan to the extent that such changes would correct errors or improve safety, and the Department of Public Works shall be responsible for posting the new speed limit with clearly legible signs, and such new speed limit shall not be effective until the posting of the new speed limit.


Section 5.
  Section 804.402 (Speed Limits), Ordinance Code, waived.  The provisions of 804.402 (Speed Limits), Ordinance Code, are waived so as to permit the setting of the speed limits in Section 4 above by the Council instead of by the City Highway Engineer.

Section 6. 
Providing that street parking on Van Wert Avenue shall not be permitted from 3:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. each day.  No street parking shall be permitted on Van Wert Avenue from 3:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. each day.  The Public Works Department is hereby directed to install signs on Van Wert Avenue which state that no street parking is permitted on Van Wert Avenue from 3:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. each day.
Section 7.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Prepared by:  Paige Hobbs Johnston
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